


To the Honorable W.T.Miller judge of the Circuit 
Couct of “Lee County Virginia: 

bunmbly complaining, your Orator, France Miles,will cespectfully show to 
vour honor, that he is a citizen of Lee County,that he is now about 64 
years or age and that he was born and reared and has always resided in 
Lee county in the state of Virginia,that some time ago,to wit,on the Bag 

of MAIUVE 1894 ,he intermarried with one Ann Dorton, who Was then 

still is a resident of said county of Lee, that prior to the said 
narriage,the life and conduct of neither the said Ann nor your Orator, 
had in wll things been exactly what it should have been,but, after the 
solernization of said marriage down to the time when the said Ann left 
the dvelling house of your orator,as will be more fully stated herearte 
youriprator vas to the said Ann,&@ kind, indulgent and loving husband, BR 
suaveae in all things and at all times to discharge in a husbandly way 
each ahd all of the duties imposed upon him by the vows he had assumed 
at the matrimonial altar, but it, is with sorrow and regret tee that your 
Orator now shows your honor that his wife,the said Ann, has very mate- 
rially and flagrantly failed in her duties as 4 Wale, 20r the kindness 
and indulgence that your Orator has bestored upon her, he has received 
abuse and scorn,for the affection and care with which he has treated 
her he has received scorn and contempt, she has refused to cook his meals 


she has refused to do his washing or mending, she has refused to take 
pay 

care of his house,she has quarrelled and abused him and on more than 

one occasion has threatened to poison hin,on several occasions she has 

threatened to burn his house and other builings,and finally she has a- 

bandoned his home #nd is living at a house of bad reputation. 

Your -Orator wall now further show your honor, KHAE BE that the said 
Ann is continually visiting houses of ill fame, taat she is almost daily 
associating with young men of the most corrupt morals visiving with 
then houses of ill repute where she openly beds with them in the most 
flagrant violation of her marital vows and duties as a wife,in fact 


your, Orator is snformed that she openly poldly boasts of her levd and 


lascivious practices and dgfies him prohibit the sane.Your Orator charce 
4 


es that his said wife has been and is guilty of various and continued 


acts of adultery with various and different men,that she is openly, 





and secretly associating, lewdly and laciviously with persons of i111 fane¢ 


of poth sexes. Your Orator will now show your honor,that he has not 
cohabited with the said Ann at any time since he has become awa@eor her 
acts of adultery,that he is afraid that she will do him some serious 
and greatly bodily harn,in fact that she will poison him if she has the 
opertyunity to do so,he is afcaid that she will burn up and festoy his 
property. Your Orator will now further show your honor that he has in 

o way consented to or connived at the adultery and misconduct of his 
said wife. | 

Now the object of this bill is to have the bonds of matrimony exist- 
ing betvreen your Orator and the said Ann,his wife,dissolved,and pean? 
without cemedy at common law,he prays your honor’s court of chancery to 
take cognizance of his cause and grant him proper relief, to this end 
he prays that the said Ann Miles be made the party defendant to this b 
DLL that, she .pe required to answer the same,but not under oath as that 
is expressly waived,that upon 4 final hearing that a divorce @ VAT} GUO 
matrinoi be granted to him and that if in any way mistaken 1 Dass See 
cial prayer,then he prays For such other full and perfect relief poth 
special and ceneral as his case merits and it is meet for a court ‘of 
Equity to grant. And as in duty he will ever pray ECU 


May Spa. isue &c. 


Teance Miles by counsel. 








Hon,.W.T.Miller,Judge of the Circuit court of Lee counpty: 

The demurrer and answer of Ann Miles to a bill exhibited in this 
Honorable court against her by France Miles: 

For demurrer your repondent is advised and alleges that the said bill 
is not sufficient to #all upon her to answer in this Hon,court,and she 
prays judgment thereof;but should other and further answer be required of 
her,answe ing she says,that it is true that she is anfd for a number of 
years has been a resident af Lee county,and that she intermarried with 


the said France Miles as is alleged in the said bill. As to the life of 


each before the merriage,she ##pis advised that this procecding has nothing 


to do,but whatever the life of each may have been,it was well known to 

the other,at least her life was to the said France,though you respond- 

ent has made some painfukh discoveries. But your respondent denies all 

the allegations in the said bill which tend or in any way intimate that 
that she has been untrue to her marriage vows: on the contrary she alleges 
that she has always been true to the same, and that she has always been 

a faithful,loving and obetlient wife. She alleges that it is not true 

that she failed to do the cooking,or that she left the home of her hus- 
band except when foreed to do so by him through his oftrepeated and 

gever abuse and mistreatement,even to that extent that she often despaired 
of her life,and she alleges that she constantly stands in dread of los= 
ing her life or suffering irreparable injury while in the presnee of her 
sadd husband. 

Your respondent alleges that it was the desire of herself to live 
with her said husband,and that would have done so,had he treated her 
properly,and had he not driven her from home,and had he not been guilty 
of adultry with another woman,to wit:with one Betty King. And your 
yeapindent alleges that since the certain knowledge of this adultry on 
the part of her husband she has not cohabited with him,and that it was 
without her knowledge or consent,and that she has not connived at hhe 
SANC . 

Your respondent here speciffcally, denies the charges that she ever 
threateticd to poison,or in any other way take the life of her said Imsband. 


Your respondent is very much pained tht this proveeding is nec= 





essary,and that the adultry of hr husband makes it necessary that she 
cannot live with him,but such being the case she therefore asks that 
a divorcee be granted to her,with alimony in the estate of her husband 
such as the law allows. She alleges that owns a farm in this county 


near Jonesville,and that he onws some houses and lots near and in the 


game place. She aks tnat her attorney fee and all reasonable coxsts pe 


allowed her. 

Your respondent further alleges that nearly all the house hold and 
kitchen furniture which is now in the house of the said France belongs 
to her and that it was hers before the marriage,and that her husband 
refuses to give it wo. Her husband ows nothing in the house except one 
bed which he braught with him,one bed stead,one little table and one 
looking glassgall the other furishings being the sole property of your 
resp ndent,and purchased with her money. 

It is further alleges that since the seperation the said France has 
been giving the property of your respondent to the said Betty King. 


And now having fully answered she p ays to be hence dismissed, &c 
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France Miles 
s.( In Chancery. 
Ann Miles. 

This cause came on this day to be heared wnon the bill of 
the plaintiff,and the answer,and the depositions filed in the cause, 
and was newer by counsel. 

Upon go nsideration whereof #45 #664 Lt is odered,adjudged and, . 
decteed that. the bonds of matrimony hereto exsatine between the. 


plaintirf and idefendant be and the same are hereby dissolved,and a divorce 


grante@® to each of. the partiesgand it is further ordered,adjudged and de- 


creed that each eden Fe geere by him and herg ineurred, this decree to 


way affect the ‘tient S to any property of the one that may be -in the 
the .other, 
nothing more remaining to »e done this causecis stricken 


from the dabcket. 





¢ 


* 


Franee Miles 


vSe6 peeree finals 


Arm ites. 


Enter this decree, this 


June Yt 7 yf 





Mrs. Ann Miles 


You iwilt please take notice that on saturday the 22 day 


of May 1897,at the office of C.T.Duncan in the town of Jonesville I wi 


will proceed to take the depositions of J.K.P.Graham and others,which 
depositions when so taken are intended to be read as evidence in my pe 

@ CerLain Swit. an chancery now pending in the Circuit Court of 
Lee County Virginia, in, which I ail Matineene and you are defendant, and 
if said depositions are not completed on that day the taking thereof 
will be continued from day to day from time to tine and from place to 
place until they are all finished. You can attend and cross-examine if 
you. desire terdei-sos 


Very truly. yourse me. 
Ly 
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Virginia,’ Lee Coun, , LO-Vit?- 
Lhis day cd. Po Gkaham personally appeared before ime if 
et S We Orr, Commissioher in Chancery for the Circuit 


Court of Lee /County, te oF Virginia, and made oath 


that he delivered to > Ann Miles, the within named defendant, 
: & : 


a tLruc, copyiot.theyy iti eee ee on the &4£e 20th day or 


May 1897. -Given under my hand, this¢the Bist day .of May 


HME 7 One 


1897. 


Commas sioner an Chancery for the 


Ciicva & Gourt of hee County, Va 
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The Commonwealth of Divguna, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee---Greeting : 


We Command you, That you summon C2¥ “be 


to appear at the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at the rules to be held 
for the said Coart on the /% [Monday iy. | iy & ae? 18977, to answer a 


bill inpOhancery, exhibi aa iste. .....4 Mb ee Se 5 Ee TO | in our said court by 
t 


And have then there this writ. Witness, A. B. MUNSEY 


house, the dfs. oe oe C8Ve Ole 


year of the Commonwealth. 
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And have then there this writ. Witness, A. B. MUNSEY, Clerk of our said Court, at the court- 


day. Ofsc. (LHP. oe ere 1897, and in the 
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Dee Are year of the Commonwealth. 


. Clerk. 
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